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REM ASKS 

Claims 1-101 were previously pending in the above-referenced application. Applicants 
have amended claims to, 57-58, 62-63, 67-68 and 72-77, 79, 86 and 92-98. With the 
amendments herein, claims 1-101 are currently pending, with claims 4-56 having been 
withdrawn as being drawn to a nonelected group two. Each of the amendments is supported by 
the specification at paragraphs 343-355, 

Rs , ^ n-UJ": ^_>_ _ 7 

t \ v v v i I >, s?, 58, 62, 63, 67, 68, 75, 7 7,78 82 and 86 

under 35 U.S.C. § 2 rst paragraph, as f< ng to comply with the written description 
requirement. 

Applicants has amended claims 3, 57-58, 62-63, 67-68, 75-77, 82 and 86. As such 
Applicants believe that the Examiner's grounds for rejection of these claims is no longer 
applicable. Applicants, therefore, respectfully request that the Examiner withdraw his rejection 
of these claims. 

Rl 7a" ! VI \U R " c - C ;7i: 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-3 and 57-74 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lshikawa et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,031.527) in view of Bankari et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 4,575,628). 

Ishikaw a docs not -each or suggest "identifying at least one notch of the a; least one 
ml Vrtiv\ a i is k \ ! i i ^ ulne 

» t , omt and a second turn point is less than a 

■) t uid at leas value ecitec <n 

claims 1 and 72, to "identify at least one notch of the at least one outline wherein said notch is 
idem, edbydetem > I unpen n the oi e, wl is di am betweei 

first turn point and a second turn point is less than a predetermined maximum value and at least a 
predetermined minimum value," as recited in claims 2 and 73, "a third module which, when 
executed, ident fies at east one cot let ha\ ing a re t ge average curvature of the at least. 
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one outline wherein said comer is identified by calculating the ctavaiureof the outline in a 
ib d of a point on tl a whether the c a, -1 ature s at least a pre- 

T i ue, and identifies at feast one notch < east on< 

notch is identified by determining a plurality of turn points on the outline, wherein the distance 
between a first turn point and a second turn point is less than a predetermined maximum value 
and at least a predetermined minimum value." as recited in claim 3, or "a third module which, 
when executed, identities at least one notch of the at least one outline wherein said notch is 
n ndb\ fe i u \ : > " n ,s k <. sv sv f ■> . i N ttrr points 

on the outline, wherein the dist ance between a first torn point and a second turn point is less than 
a predetermined maximum value and at least a predetermined minimum value," as recited in 
implication. 

While ishikawa describes that "internal curves" appear in a raster image as carves (col 2, 
lines 65-66) and that "holes" on the pattern can be found by finding a black object inside a non- 
black object (col. 9, lines 63-64), this is very different than identifies, identify or identifying "at 
least one notch of the at least one outline wherein said notch is identified by determining a 
' > f i m points on the outline, wherein the distance between a first turn point and a 
second turn point is less than a predetermined maximum value and at least a predetermined 
minimum value," as recited in claims 1-3 and 72-74 of the present application. 

ot - teach oi suggest 'Identifying at least one notch of the at feast one 

i 'i points on the outline, 
wherein the distance betw een a first turn point and a second turn point is less than a 
uede ec xin m te and a least a predetermined minimum value," as recited in 
claims 1. and 72, to "identity at least one notch of the at least one outline wherein said notch is 
identified by determining a plurality of turn points on the outline, wherein the distance between a 
first turn point and a second turn point is less than a predetermined maximum value and at least a 
predetermh ed nih irnum value," as recited in claims 2 and 73, ""a third module which, when 
executed, identifies at least one comer having a relatively large average curvature of the at least 
one outline wherein said comer is identified by calculating the curvature of the outline in a 
neighborhood of a point on the outline and -determining whether the curvature is at. least a pre- 
defined minimum value, and identifies at least one notch of the at least one outline wherein said 
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notch is identified by determining a plurality of turn points on the outline, wherein the distance 
between a fii-st turn point and a second turn 1 nt i sssthanaprs ter i i rimum value 
and at least a predet mi i led ninimum value " as recited in < him 3, or "a third module which, 
when executed, identifies at least one notch oi th.e at least one out! m therein said notch is 
identified by determining a plurality of curvatures, wherein each of the plurality of turn points 
on the outline, * herein the distance between a first tarn poim and a second turn point is less thou 
a predetermined maximum value and at least a predetermined minimum value," as recited in 
claim 74 of the present application. Therefore, ishikawa and Bankart either alone or in any 
known combination do not make obvious the claims according to the present application. 

Because independent claims 1-3 and 72-74 are not obvious over Ishikawa and Bankart, 
either alone or in any known combination, therefore, dependent claims 57-59, 62-64, 67-69 and 
75-89 cannot be obvious. 

With respect to claims 90-101, the Examiner relies on the arguments stated withrespeet 
to the rejection of claim. 1-3 and 57-89. However, as these claims recite a different element, i.e., 
"a grain line wherein said grain line is identified by determining a line within the at least one 
outline that is longest and straightest," the Examiner's reliance on his earlier analysis and 
rejection is misplaced. The Examiner's rejection is not supported by the references to Ishikawa 
and Bankart which do, either alone or in any known combination, teach or suggest "identifying a 
grain line wherein said grain line is identified by detennining a line within the at least one 
outline that is longest and straightest," as recited in claim 90, a processing arragnement 
configured to "identify a grain line wherein said grain line is identified by detennining a line 
within the at least one outline that is longest and straightest," as recited in claim 91, or "a third 
module which, when executed, identifies a grain line wherein said grain line is identified by 
detern ig ne within the at Te te outline th si 4 straightest," as recited in 
claim 92 of the present invention. 

Because independent claims 90-92 are not obvious over Ishikawa and Bankart, either 
alone or in any known combination, therefore, dependent claims 93-101 cannot be obvious. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the forego ing aa draeats and remarks, each of claims 1-3 and 57-101 of the 
above refei ih e - >lic ition is believed to be in condition for allowance \pp1icants 
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Date: July 13, 2007 



Respectfully submitted, 



Joel N. Bock 
Rca No. 36,456 
" Attorney for Applicants 
SONNENSCHEIN NATH & ROSENTHAL LLP 
P.O. Box 061080 

W acker Drive Station, Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-1 080 
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